
Much has been written and discussed about what we 
should do as offi cials for game preparation, even before the 
season starts. Most of which is addressed are: the proper 
rules interpretation and mechanics application, our on-the-
court duties to provide proper game management, and our 
appearance upon arrival and when we leave the game. But, 
we usually never thoroughly address our fl oor departure habits as we leave the playing surface when the game ends. There should 
be certain habitual checks and practices that we should do as individuals and those we do with our partners before we ever run off 
the court after the fi nal horn sounds.

When the fi nal horn sounds to end the game, offi ciating protocol is such that the offi cials should look for their partner and proceed 
towards their designated changing area together as a team. While doing so and after glancing at the table for scorer approval, “The 
jurisdiction of the offi cials is terminated and the fi nal score has been approved when all offi cials leave the visual confi nes of the 
playing area” (Rule 2.2.4). At this point no other decisions or changes can be determined by the offi cials. Your offi ciating duties 
have offi cially ended for that particular game. This is the only Rules Book reference made under Rule 2, Section 2 “Offi cial’s 
Jurisdiction” that discusses our end of game responsibilities. Think of the visual confi nes of the playing area 

Looking outside today and seeing 10 inches of snow falling through chilling winds and 
icy temperatures and then having to turn back to my computer to write an article about our 
upcoming meeting in beautiful sunny Florida is like torture. Yes, in a few short weeks we 
will be convening in WARM and SUNNY Florida to continue the business of IAABO. Here 
we will hold elections and select a new slate of officers to direct our great organization 
through the 2009-10 fiscal year. 

Committee meetings which will include reports of activities and projects that were 
conducted this past year will also take place.

In these meetings strategies will be developed that will take us forward into the new year, 
particularly in the areas of finances, membership for both men and women, new technology 
developments, communication, insurance, and constitutional changes. It will be a jam packed 
meeting with productive agendas as we move IAABO forward.

Although, we will be busy attending to IAABO there will still be time to enjoy the attractions and activities in our host city, 
Orlando. We have made contact with Disney for some special discounts.  Below is their response to IAABO: “WELCOME 
IAABO ATTENDEES.”

“Make all the difference in your trip by filling your down time with magical moments. Whether it’s spending a truly 
unforgettable evening with an old friend or sharing a dazzling nighttime sky with a new friend, magical experiences reign 
supreme in the Walt Disney Theme Parks. Around virtually every corner you’ll find entertainment, inspiration and rejuvenation, 
even if time is of the essence. Choose from our four theme parks, Magic Kingdom Park, Epcot, Disney’s Hollywood Studios, 
and Disney’s Animal Kingdom Theme Park. Plus, by purchasing Multi-Day Tickets now, you’ll also get a bonus of one visit 
to Disney’s Typhoon Lagoon Water Park, Disney’s Blizzard Beach Water Park, Disney Quest Indoor Interactive Theme Park, 
Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex, or a round of golf at Oak Trail Golf Course. With our special Meeting and Convention 
Afternoon tickets the value is unbeatable. For details on this special offer please go to http://www.disneyconventionear.com/
iaabo.”

IAABO looks forward to hosting the Spring Meeting at the Regal Sun in Orlando.” The meeting schedule may be found on 
page 5 and to register, go to page 10.

(continued on page 5)
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Director’s Court 

Did you ever take a minute and contemplate how lucky we 
are as offi cials in these tough economic times?  When was 
the last time game fees were reduced  or you were laid off 
because the schools cut back on the number of games?  To 
my knowledge this has never happened, and I hope it never 
does. Everyday we read in the newspapers or see on the TV, 
news stories regarding the number of people losing their 
jobs or being laid off and how the number of foreclosures 
has increased. 
There has been a signifi cant increase in the number of 

people applying to become members of IAABO, as reported by our local boards. Is this a sign 
of the times? Are people looking for part-time work to supplement their incomes?  It has been 
reported, that in many areas there are a signifi cant number of rec-league, AAU, and elementary 
games available throughout the year, thus presenting many opportunities “to make a buck”. It 
is hoped that while we understand the fi nancial aspect of offi ciating we do not lose sight of the 
real reason we became offi cials. 
So, we need to take a step back and remind ourselves of how fortunate we are, and that being 

the case, how can we keep this great avocation working for us? The answer is quite simple, 
continue to strive for perfection, work hard at every assignment, enforce the rules as they are 
intended, and be in the correct position to make the proper ruling. By accomplishing the above 
we set ourselves apart as the guardian of the games, and we keep our value so that what we get 
paid is never questioned. 
The above was written about 2 months ago, since then as we all know the economy has been in 

a downward spiral. For the fi rst time I am hearing of school budgets that must be cut, including 
athletics. These necessary actions by the schools may lead to a reduction in home games as 
well as possible fee freezes. In these most diffi cult times we must concern ourselves with the 
fi nancial plights of the schools and consider these factors as we negotiate new fee structures. 
Let’s all be socially responsible and do our part as we do on the court to be fair to everybody.  
The game of basketball will continue to be played.  It is our job to provide the instruction and 

knowledge so that our people are prepared to offi ciate them.  Again, remember the love of the 
sport.  Let’s not allow the lure of the dollar to dull our edge.  We are lucky to be able to still 
“compete” in the game we love.

IAABO Golf Tee Sponsor Form
  

Appearing Thursday - 4/23/09 - at the course
Send a message to your
IAABO Golf Friends

Small Ad - $25.00
Large Ad - $50.00

Short Message:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
       Make checks payable to:  IAABO
               PO Box 355
              Carlisle, PA 17013-0355 (deadline 4/8/09)



From an officiating standpoint, Higgins continues, the game managers 
can’t survive the way they used to be able to.  “You must get the plays right.  
You’re on TV, cable and you’re judged on getting the plays correct.”  The 
video/DVD coverage and feedback on games, particularly at the college 
and professional level, has improved officiating, according to Higgins.  That 
electronic coverage now sets the standards for younger officials – a higher 
level of exactness they must meet to be the best.

The feedback officials receive today is more 
managed.  In the past, observers and supervisors 
took notes and sat down with officials to explain 
what they saw during the game, what went right, 
and what needs to be corrected.  Today, he says, 
“We get clips from our supervisors or they are 
posted to a web site.  The feedback is more 
managed.”

He sees NCAA Men’s Division I Basketball 
getting closer to a national standard of uniformity.  
Supervisors are working off the same book, and 
as officials apply what the management structure 
wants, there’s less confusion.  “Everybody knows 
what is wanted every night.  We’re getting closer 
to that, and IAABO is providing a great service 
to ensure this uniformity. It’s becoming the same 
game in Arizona as it is in New York.”

From 90 to 60 – Tapering Off
Up until four to five years ago, Higgins would 

routinely work 80-90 games a year.  Taking stock, 
he realized working that frequently wasn’t in his 
best interests, nor the game itself.

“Travel kills ya, but this is what we do.  I was the 
guy doing 80-90 games a year, and have gradually 

cut back over the past five years or so to around 60.  I try to piggyback a few 
games when I go to certain cities like Chicago or Denver.”

“I also work more locally now.  I’ll take the train or my car instead of 
flying.  It’s prolonged my career, and the best thing that’s ever happened to 
my business.  It’s allowed me to actually go back to work.”

“Four or five nights in a row is too much officiating.  I didn’t have a 
defining moment that said it was time to slow down.  It was gradual, and 
looking at certain things like the amount of travel or getting hung up by 
weather conditions.  I don’t regret at all cutting back my schedule.”

Responsibility to Others
With a career as long as Higgins, it’s inevitable that he becomes an official 

others look to for advice.  He feels a responsibility to those who have preceded 
him, as well as those who follow.  “My mantra is to answer questions and 
help others.  It’s my way of giving back.  When you work in a profession like 
this, that has given so much to you, it would be selfish not to give back.”

“When you think you’ve done it all, that’s when you know it’s time to get 
out,” Higgins advises.  “You’re just kidding yourself if you keep officiating 
at that point.”

“Officiating is an ongoing process. You want to pick something up every 
time you work a game.  Every night find something you can work on.  The 
less you say, the better.  Keep your mouth shut and you’ll work longer.”

On how to diffuse anger on the court, Higgins said he watched how 
other officials dealt with explosive situations, then emulated their behavior.  
“Anyone can be a hard ass, but you don’t HAVE to be as long as you know 
you CAN be,” he coaches.

“Basketball can be serious business, but it’s 
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Tim Higgins has grown with the game of basketball.  Talk with him for 
a few minutes, and it strikes you how comfortable he is with himself, his 
officiating status, where he’s been and where he’s headed.  There is no sudden 
eureka moment that defines his game.  Instead, his instincts combined with 
hard work over the years have gotten him to where he is today.

Watch him on the court and you see a man comfortable in his own skin. 
Talk to him, and you get the same feeling.  He discusses his many friends 
in the officiating world, the “big timers”,  in the 
same way – with a quiet matter-of-fact tone that 
says they’re important but you don’t need to 
make a big deal about it.

Don’t get this wrong. Higgins loves the game 
and his years spent calling the big ones.  He just 
doesn’t need to thump his chest.  His actions 
speak enough.  In fact, he has trouble tracking 
exact numbers, but figures he’s worked four 
NCAA Division I Men’s Championship games 
and ten Final Fours.  He currently officiates in five 
major conferences. 

As a longstanding (“40 years or so) IAABO 
member, Higgins attributes a large portion of his 
officiating success to the foundation installed by 
the association.  

He isn’t fancy. He doesn’t try impress his 
cohorts or supervisors.  He gets the job done, 
works to improve, and then does it again the next 
day.  “IAABO is the foundation of my officiating.  
The people who gave me direction, training and 
guidance those first 7-10 years are the ones who 
made me what I am today,” Tim explains.

Being around great officials and great people 
rubs off on you, he says, and “IAABO has the best officials in the country.  
I’ve learned from them since I started in the mid- to late-1970s.”

Working with great officials at a young age was a positive formative 
experience for Tim, as he observes, “If you can’t learn from the best, you 
shouldn’t be in the business.  This is not just about officiating, but also about 
how you handle yourself in life.”

The Changing Nature of Basketball and Officiating
Any basketball official who has put on the striped shirt since the 1970s 

knows the game has changed.  The athletes are bigger, faster and stronger.  
Though Higgins recognizes and agrees about the face of the game, to him, 
the core remains the same.

“It’s continues to be about the kids.  They’re still fun to be around.  We 
make a mistake sometimes and forget they’re kids.”

Higgins freely admits to making his share of mistakes:  “I’ve made them.  
My three daughters make mistakes.  But they’ll deal with their mistakes, as 
we all do, then move on.”

“The guy who makes the least mistakes is the one who wins. Your 
schedule will reflect that.  Get the plays right, and keep your mouth shut,” 
Higgins philosophizes.

Twenty-five to 30 years ago, there was little videotape.  “Your mantra was 
what your supervisor told you,” Higgins says.  “Now the goal is to beat the 
tape.  And we should be held up to that type of scrutiny.”

As the players and game have changed, Higgins sees how IAABO 
has kept up.  “The association is far more sophisticated.  Technology and 
communication have improved. Tommy Lopes will continue to improve 
how IAABO does business.”

Speak Softly, But Wield the Whistle With Authority

(continued on page 15)

Tim Higgins
(Picture courtesy of Referee magazine)
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unwritten procedures and checks that we as offi cials should routinely 
do before we leave the playing surface. 

First, you need to understand the end of game situation. This will 
help you identify by the situation what precisely your responsibilities 
should be. Whether or not the game score is decisively lopsided or 
a nail biter, at some point during the last minute or seconds of the 
game when near the table during a stoppage of play or timeout, 
the offi cial closest should ask table personnel if everything is 
in agreement and that there are no discrepancies with the score, 
remaining game time, team timeouts available or personal and team 
fouls. At this point with time remaining during the dead ball and/
or timeout, come together with your partner to discuss the game 
situation. Discuss what may happen when the ball becomes live as 
well as last shot responsibilities. 

Secondly, when the fi nal horn sounds look for and fi nd your 
partner and together without hesitation, jog to the dressing area. 
Do not stop for the ball or to address anyone other than game 
management who should be escorting you both to the dressing 

room. There is no need to sign the offi cial book or get 
your jacket you have already done those tasks. There is 
no need to watch the postgame handshake, it is not our 
responsibility. Stay away from the scorer’s table and team 
benches, it can become a situation where it is to easy for 
you to become a target of emotional coaches, players and 
fans. If you have done everything correct and the game 
does not have a controversial ending, there is no reason to 
be over there. The quicker you are off the fl oor, the safer 
you will be. Only after leaving the confi nes of the playing 
area can you then call it a game.

Now, after the game is over, and you and your 
partner are in your changing area, there are other post 
game habits that we should attend too. Discuss both of 
your game performances. -what could you have done 
differently or rules and/or procedures that could have 
been enforced. Critique each other, but do it in a non-
confrontational friendly manner. Remember that you 
are a team and as such any advice that is offered should 
be taken as food for thought to improve your game. 
Also, on a personal hygiene note, we should shower and 
change out of our uniforms before we leave the school. 
An offi cial seen leaving the school properly groomed 
and changed into his/her street clothes gives a clean 
professional appearance. Leaving the school still dressed 
in your uniform and still with your game sweat gives a 
messy un-kept appearance. Lastly, because our sport is 
during the cold winter months, before driving off in your 
car make sure your partner’s car is started and is able to 
drive home safely. We watch each other’s back on the 
fl oor and this practice should extend right up until we 
drive home after our game.

After your next game, pay special attention to your 
departure routine.  Implement smart 
habitual checks and practices after 
that fi nal horn sounds.

This article was written by 
Dan Shepardson, Bd. 105 VT, 
Interpreter and IAABO Clinician. 
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as the gym or fi eld house, and the leaving of such as the doorway or 
tunnel you proceed through to leave the gym or fi eld house. Once 
past the doorway or entering the tunnel area, removing both offi cials 
from the playing area, jurisdiction ends by the offi cials for that game. 
Whether there are discrepancies discovered at this time by scorers, 
timers, coaches or game management, there can not be further ruling 
on the contest made by the offi cials. Also see Case Book plays: (2-2-
4A, 2-2-4B, and 2-2-4C).

Further reference can be found in the 2008 IAABO Rules Book 
which states under the “Crew of Two Basketball Offi cial’s Manual” 
section; “Basic Position/Coverage Responsibilities” 

Page 22, #18. End of Game Procedure: A.  The referee shall 
approve the fi nal score prior to leaving the confi nes of the playing 
area. 

B. The team of offi cials shall leave the playing area together.
There are no other defi nitions and/or examples mentioning end 

of game responsibilities in the Rules Book. This is not to belittle 
the importance of our game departure duties. But, there are several 

Regal Sun Resort
April 23 - 26, 2009

Thursday, April 23, 2009
6:00 p.m. – Executive Committee (Closed Session)

Friday, April 24, 2009
8:30 a.m. – Audit and Budget Committee
9:00 a.m. – Rules and Examination Committee
10:00 a.m. – Constitution Committee
10:30 a.m. – Life Membership Committee
11:00 a.m. – Visualization and Education Committee
1:30 p.m. – Nomination Committee
2:00 p.m. – Board Relations Committee
2:30 p.m. – Women’s Coordinating Committee
3:00 p.m. – Board Secretaries Roundtable 
                   (Insurance Matters – Q&A)
4:30 p.m. – Membership Committee

Saturday, April 25, 2009
8:30 a.m. – Executive Committee (Open)
9:00 a.m. – Executive Committee (Closed)
9:30 a.m. – Legal Issues
12:00 p.m. – Life Membership Luncheon

Sunday, April 26, 2009
8:30 a.m. – General Assembly Meeting

** Agenda is subject to change

2009 Spring Meeting
Orlando, Florida

Annual Meeting Schedule
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Have whistle, will travel

Referee learned a lot working the Special Olympics in China
Sandy Bibeau had a life-changing experience, but not in the 

manner in which most people would think.
It was on a basketball court thousands of miles from her 

Welland home.
The longtime member of the Niagara District Basketball 

Referees’ 
Association was the only Canadian offi cial selected to offi ciate 

in the Special Olympics in Shanghai last year.
It was a result of her love of working with children and 

refereeing basketball games, something the diminutive 51-year-
old has done for 35 years.

A horticulturist by trade, Bibeau left that life and began 
working for the Niagara Catholic District School Board as an 
educational assistant.

“I met a gentleman in the United States and made a connection 
with him,”

she said prior to refereeing a couple of high school junior 
games. 

“He was a big factor in selecting the crews.
“So I did three gold-medal games when I was there and it was 

a great tournament.”
Working with children isn’t that much out of the ordinary for 

Bibeau.
Although she has refereed numerous Ontario Basketball 

Association and Ontario Federation of School Athletic 
Association fi nals, along with Ontario University Athletics, 
NCAA and Canadian championship games, she still spends 
her Sunday mornings with young travel teams and some of her 
biggest kicks come from doing elementary school games, where 
she can also explain some of the fi ner points of the games to up-
and-coming players.

“The parents appreciate it,” she said of those games. “You can 
tell (the

players) this is how you set a good pick or a good block.
“They’re that young and you’re already getting to know them 

so by the time they hit high school, they also know you.”
Bibeau’s work, however, doesn’t end on the fl oor. An offi cial 

with the Niagara District Board of Women Offi cials at age 15, 
she has also been an assigner/evaluator or referee-in-chief at 
the local, provincial and national levels and served on local and 
provincial offi cials’ 

executives over the years. She travelled to Japan in 1994, went 
to Shanghai last year and, along with refereeing, was chair of the 
Welland Tribune girls high school tournament for three years.

Her most recent honour was winning the Ted Early Award, 
which is the highest honour the Canadian Association of 
Basketball Offi cials can give one of its members.

Among the criteria are being recognized as a superior fl oor 
offi cial, signifi cant length of service, various forms of service, 
administrative-leadership role and interpretive-educative role 
nominated by the province.

Pat Laing of the NDBRA is the only other Niagara offi cial to 
be given the honour, which is not handed out annually, but only 
when the CABO feels it is deserved.

“Off the fl oor is a huge element of what I see in basketball 
because I want to be able to mentor offi cials and show them 

there are opportunities out there.”
It’s a long way from her early days of offi ciating when there 

were separate men’s and women’s referees associations.
“Back then, there were 35 women offi cials and the women did 

the women’s games and the men did the men’s games,” she said. 
“Then we combined.”

It was a big adjustment, she said, because the girls’ game 
wasn’t as fast as the boys’ and “when you went to the boys’ 
games, there was more confl ict to deal with because now you’re 
involved with 
something 
they’re not used 
to with female 
offi cials.”

Because she 
was a teenager, 
however, she 
just “grew with 
it.”

She can run 
into the same 
problems at 
present as an on-
site supervisor.

Part of her 
duties are 
watching referees 
at national college and university tournaments and deciding who 
will offi ciate the gold-medal game.

“It’s always interesting because most of the time, I’m dealing 
with male offi cials. So now they have to listen because they’re in 
competition to see who gets to go to the gold-medal game.

“For the most part, I never have a problem with it.”
Her philosophy on calling a game is simple.
“I always tell offi cials to make your fi rst foul a good one 

because that sets the measure of how you’re going to call 
the whole game,” she said. “You can’t get really tight at the 
beginning and in the fourth quarter, put (the

whistle) away.”
She still gets a case of nerves and a bit of rush before 

each game, but makes a habit of introducing herself to the 
scorekeepers and timers.

“I always carry a bag of suckers or some type of candy and 
give them to the timers and scorekeepers every game -- two each 
-- and I get their names and talk to them. I like to be remembered 
by the kids I enjoyed and helped and made a team while I was 
there. I like them to say, ‘I really liked it when she reffed my 
game.’ “

As for her funniest moment, she was actually knocked out 
early in her career when a player missed the opening tip and 
cracked her in the forehead.

“I was out like a light on the fl oor,” she said with a laugh. “I 
remember coming to and this kid was over top of me -- he had 
red hair -- and saying, ‘Are you OK?’

“I had knuckle marks, but I still fi nished the game.”
He most memorable game was in (continued on page 15)

Sandy Bibeau

(Picture courtesy of Julie Jocsak)



Registration for the 2009 
IAABO Officials’ School is in 
full gear with the schools filling 
up quickly.  IAABO’s mission of 
training and educating basketball 
officials, regardless of ones number 
of years of experience, will once 
again be center stage at the schools.  
If you are a relatively new 
official with little experience 
or a veteran who wants to go 
back and review the basics, 
the IAABO Officials’ School 
is the right choice for you.   

The school staff is headed by 
Tom Lopes, IAABO Executive 
Director and three-time Final 
Four official along with Peter 
Webb, IAABO Coordinator of 
Interpreters.  In addition, the 
staff is comprised of veteran 
officials, who have officiated 
at the highest levels of both 
collegiate and high school 
basketball.

IAABO Officials’ Schools 
have been in existence 

for over 30 years and have 
trained thousands of basketball 

30th Year
Officials’

The Director of the IAABO Offi cials’ School 
is Tom Lopes, IAABO Executive Director and 
recently retired Division I Basketball Offi cial. 
Tom is assisted by Peter Webb, IAABO 
Coordinator of Interpretors.

Director
Tom Lopes, IAABO

IAABO BASKETBALL
Offi cials’ School

IAABO Offi cials’ Schools are dedicated to 
improving the offi ciating skills of the men and 
women who enroll. The program will be designed 
to benefi t those who wish to embark upon a 
career in offi ciating as well as those who seek 
refi nement of their skills. Classroom sessions will 
cover all aspects of offi ciating with lectures, fi lms, 
workshops and testing. During the afternoon and 
evening sessions, all offi cials will offi ciate games.
Those attending the school will be housed in 
college dormitories (except Orlando, hotel 
accommodations), and all meals will be held in 
college dining halls.
Each offi cial will receive a certifi cate denoting  
completion of the course of study provided by the 
IAABO Offi cials’ School.
Only National Federation Rules and mechanics 
will be taught and used.

Program

Tuition
The cost per session varies. For the school at 
Disney, the cost is $450. For application and 
payment in full received by May 1, 2009, the fee 
is reduced to $425 ($400 for IAABO members). 
Tuition for the schools at Boston University 
and Susquehanna  is $300. If payment in full is 
received by May 1, 2009, the fee is reduced by 
$25 ($50 for IAABO members). 
This all inclusive fee includes: IAABO 
monogrammed whistle, registration, printed 
materials, “T” shirt, meals and lodging  at 
selected schools, and certifi cate.
Information as to what to bring and other 
important information will be sent 1 month 
prior to each session.

Staff
The staff is made up of veteran scholastic 
and collegiate offi cials and interpreters and 
supervisors who act as observers, utilizing 
videotape recordings. Leading rules authorities 
are included among the lecturers and clinicians. 



officials.  The schools 
are structured with a fair 

balance of officiating games 
utilizing both two and three 

person mechanics and classroom 
instruction.  A wide range of 

classroom instruction is provided 
on topics ranging from Block – 

Charge and Traveling 
to Game Management.  
Observations are provided 
via video constructive 
comments and in-person 
on-court evaluations.  
IAABO’s goal is to address 
all questions related to 
basketball officiating and 
to ensure that each official 
departs the school with a 
sense of accomplishment 
knowing that he/she will be 
a better basketball official 
during the next season. 
Attendees will be able 
to interact with the staff 
during classroom sessions 
and one-on-one as needed 
to address individual 
concerns or an issue that 
could benefit the entire 
group.   

This summer, schools are being held at Boston 
University located in Boston, Massachusetts, June 
12-14, University of Northern Colorado located 
in Greeley, Colorado, June 18-20, Susquehanna 
University located in Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, 
July 17 – 19, and Disney’s Wide World of Sports 
located in Orlando, Florida, August 1 – 5.  

Come join us for an intense few days of officiating 
instruction and feedback to assist you in attaining 
the goals you have set for yourself as an official.

r of IAABO
’ Schools

June 12–June 24, 2009
Boston University

Boston, MA
June 18–20, 2009

Univ. of Colorado, Greeley
Greeley, CO

July 17–19, 2009
Susquehanna University

Selingsgrove, PA
August 1–5, 2009

Wide World of Disney
Orlando, FL

(In conjunction with AAU Nat’l Championships)

Tentative Schedule
   Schedule to be forwarded prior to camp
   Tentative Daily Routine:
     8:30 a.m.      Classroom Session

 Critique of Daily Games
  10:00 a.m. Offi ciating Games
  12 Noon Lunch
   1:00 p.m. Classroom Session
   2:00 p.m. Offi ciating Games
   5:30 p.m. Dinner
   7:30 p.m. Offi ciating Games
  10:00 p.m. Social Hour

APPLICATION—IAABO BASKETBALL OFFICIALS’ SCHOOL—2009
Please register me for the session circled. Enclosed is my $200 nonrefundable deposit. Balance is due on or before May 1, 
2009. Discount provided for nonresident attendees.

Name _________________________________________________________________

Home Address __________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________________________________

State ___________________________________________ ZIP ___________________

Telephone: (Home) ____________________________ (Work) ____________________

Email address __________________ IAABO Board No. _____ Years Experience _____

Signature ______________________________________________________________

T-Shirt Size (circle)    S  M  L  XL  XXL

Mail to: IAABO, P.O. Box 355, Carlisle, PA  17013-0355,  717-713-8129

Circle the session that you are attending
June 12–June 14, 2009

Boston University, Boston, MA
(Tuition is $300 for the school)

June 18–20, 2009
University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO

(Tuition is $175 for the school, no discounts)

July 17–19, 2009
Susquehanna University, Selingsgrove, PA

(Tuition is $300 for the school)

August 1–5, 2009
Wide World of Disney, Orlando, FL

(In conjunction with AAU National Championships)
(Tuition is $450 for the school)

(Daily schedule may change with individual camp schedules)

Closing Day’s Schedule To Be Announced

Attendees
Those attending the 42 IAABO Offi cials’ 
Schools the last ten summers came from 30 
States, 4 Canadian Provinces, and 7 countries. 
Over 3,200 offi cials have taken advantage of the 
IAABO schools.
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Forward completed form to:

IAABO, Inc.,
 P.O. Box 355

 Carlisle, PA  17013-0355

Registration Deadline: April 13, 2009

Spouse/ Guest Breakfast
Saturday, April 25, 2009

Name:  ______________________________

Board Number:  ____________

Address:  ________________________________

City:  _____________  State: ____  Zip:  ______

Number of Guests:  _______________

Name:  ________________________________
Address:  ______________________________
City:  _______________  State:  ___  Zip:  ___
Total Enclosed:  ___________
List Members of Foursome:
1.  ___________________________________
2.  ___________________________________
3.  ___________________________________
4.  ___________________________________

Golf Registration
Thur., April 23, 2009/8:00 AM Shotgun Start

$95.00/Golfer
Foursomes who wish to play together should 
be specifi ed on the registration form. Make full 
payment for the foursome listed below:

Make checks payable to:
IAABO

Send completed from to:
IAABO, Inc.,
 P.O. Box 355

 Carlisle, PA  17013-0355
Registration Deadline: April 13, 2009

HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM

Regal Sun

Name _____________________________ Bd. No._______

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ State _______ ZIP _________

For Reservation: Arrival _______ Departure _______

No. of Rooms: _____ @ $______ per night X ______ (no. of 
nights)= TOTAL $___________

______ I’ve enclosed my check for the fi rst night’s deposit to 
hold reservation or

charge my card ___ AMEX ___ MasterCard ___ Visa

Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. __/__/__

Signature _______________________________________
Mail to:   1850 Hotel Plaza Blvd.,  PO Box 22202
Lake Buena Vista, Florida
Regal Sun will guarantee room reservations until April 13, 2009.
Rooms are available at a seminar rates from $99 to $139 per 
night, plus applicable taxes.

Call Toll Free or Complete Form Below and Return
800.624.4109  (Phone) 

Tour our hotel via our website www.regalsunresort.com

10th Annual
IAABO Life Membership Luncheon

Saturday, April 25, 2009
12 Noon

No. of registrant(s)____@ $30/person =_____

Name of Registrant(s)__________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Board No. ______________

Make checks payable to IAABO and mail to:
IAABO, P.O. Box 355, Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 



11March/April 2009

One day I took them out of the closet, clapped them together, 
brought out the polish, gave them a shine. I remembered my last 
game, teeing up a coach whose games I’d offi ciated countless 
times, still wondering why he’d chosen that game to get in my face. 
No matter.

The grass needed to be mowed. I put them on, laced them up. 
Perfect. Did a few stretches. Down the stairs, it felt like I was 
walking on cushions. Had they always been this soft and exactly 
contoured to my feet?

The mower roared to life and my shoes propelled me over 
humps, stabilized my ankles, kept me pushing energetically row 
after row.

It’s a new avocation for them to pursue now, one that turns them 
green at the end of t he day. They stand with me on the basketball 
court now as I cheer the team I coach, shouting encouragement to 
nine-year-old boys. 

The shoes pedal my two bicycles, work out with me in the 
morning, take me on walks, nap with me on the couch while the 
NCAA tourney plays softly on the TV. And they still feel good.

Like me, someday they will wear out. That day has not come yet.
Who knows? They might hike the Australian outback, canoe the 

boundary waters of upper Minnesota, drive across America.
If they break down, I have another pair stashed away, waiting for 

these to wear out. When the new pair is old and torn, who knows? 
It might just be time to buy another pair. 

Dave Simon lives in Grapevine, Texas. He offi ciated basketball 
for 18 years, working primarily high school and small college 
games. This originally appeared in the 10/05 issue of Referee.
Reprinted with written permission from Referee magazine.

For subscription information contact Referee magazine at (800) 
733-6100 or www.referee.com

IAABO Charitable and  Education Foundation

When you buy a new pair of basketball offi ciating shoes, you’re 
not thinking about retirement. You’re thinking about how many 
games you’re going to get out of them before your feet start to hurt. 
You’re wondering if they’ll last the season. You’re hoping they’ll 
hold a lot of special memories you can savor as the years advance.

Mine do. But for a different reason.
It’s now been three full years since I donned the stripes and 

whistle to go along with the black high tops. I wanted to make 20 
years on the hardwood, but stopped after 18 once my full-time job 
became a 24-7 operation with a pager on my lanyard rather than a 
whistle. 

The shoes stayed in my closet, hoping for a return. 
The shoe-trees kept them well-formed in the back of my 

closet, where my high school and college jackets collected dust. 
Occasionally I’d be rummaging for a shirt and look at how dirty 
my old offi ciating pants were, how many times I’d worn them, the 
pair I’d split when I didn’t have an extra. They stay in my closet for 
some odd reason. Perhaps validation of what I once did.

The shoes are different. As two years became three, and I 
understood my offi ciating would be confi ned to talking with 
offi cials and assigners before, during or after my kids’ basketball 
games, I began to dream again, to make my shoes into something 
new. Give them a new career.

The one thing about basketball offi ciating shoes is that they’re 
comfortable and provide great support. They have to be. With all 
the pounding from a grown man running six miles a night, they 
must protect your arches, ankles and knees during countless sprints 
in any given game. Good shoes keep you healthy. 

By understanding that, implicitly I understood they had another 
life waiting, as all of us do who give up offi ciating. Though we 
may not want to face it, we must be open to the experience.

My shoes were.
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The IAABO Charitable and Education Foundation was established 
in 1965, and its primary function is twofold, fi rst to periodically be 
empowered to award scholarships to deserving individuals in order 
to fi nance or help fi nance their attendance at IAABO offi ciating 
schools. Secondly, the Foundation may provide funding for a 
special project such as the Fox Clinics, that it determines would 
be of educational and instructional benefi t to IAABO members or 
prospective members.

The IAABO membership has been most generous in the past in 
making tax-deductible contributions to the Foundation so that the 
goals as stated above can continue to be achieved. Last year the 
Foundation presented over 25 scholarships to deserving individuals 
to attend IAABO schools. Comments from recipients included 
many who stated that they would not have been able to attend school 
without the support of the scholarship they had received.

Last year as well the Foundation sponsored Fox Clinics in 
Massachusetts, Maryland and Colorado, these clinics were well 
received and well attended, and some had over 300 members in the 
audience. 

Realizing that this is the time of year when dues are being paid 
and we are fl ush with un-cashed basketball checks that you might 
consider sending $5 or $10 to the Foundation so that they can 
continue to achieve their goals. Please send your tax deductible 
check today. Thank You.

These Shoes Were Made for Reffi ng 

Name:  _______________________________

Board No. _________________

Address:  _____________________________

_____________________________________

Donation Amount:  _____________________

Make checks payable to:
IAABO FOUNDATION

Mail to:
Lou Engel

2616 Lawson Rd
Fallston, MD 21047

IAABO Foundation
Contribution Form
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Have whistle, will travel    (Continued from page 7)

During an alternating possession throw-
in, A-1’s throw-in is intentionally kicked.  
The offi cial awards the ball back to team 
A and rules this is still an alternating 

possession throw-in.  Is the offi cial correct?
  #7  No  Rule 4 Section 42 Art 5; Case Book 4.42.5 Sit.                       

A-1 is fouled and awarded a one and one.  As the 
offi cial is ready to administer the free throws, 
A-1 is not in the semi-circle.  Offi cial charges 
A-1 with a technical foul.  Is the offi cial correct?

#22 Yes    Rule 10 Section 3 Art 5c 

While team A is in control, a double 
personal foul is charged.  Offi cial awards 
the ball back to team A nearest to  where 
the foul occurred.  Is the offi cial correct?

#10  No     Rule 4 Section 36 Art 2 

A-2 jumps from his/her frontcourt and taps 
A-1’s throw-in into the backcourt.  A-1 is the 
fi rst to touch the ball.  Offi cial rules this a 
backcourt violation.  Is the offi cial correct?

#34  No     Rule 4 Section 12 Art 2, Rule 9 Section 9 Art 1

While A-1’s try is in fl ight, A-2 fouls B-2.  The 
ball enters the basket  Team B is not in the 
bonus.  Offi cial rules team B’s throw-in is a 
designated spot throw-in.  Is the offi cial correct?

 #42  No    Rule 7 Section 5 Art 7

Missed Questions on IAABO Exam

5TOP

A basketball offi cial knocked at the pearly gates;
 his face was scared and cold.

He stood before the man of fate for admission to the fold.
“What have you done,” St. Peter asked, “to gain admission 

here?”

“I’ve been a basketball offi cials, sir,” he said, 
“for many and many a year.”

The pearly gates swung open wide;
 St. Peter touched the bell.

“Come in,” he said, “and choose your harp.
  You’ve had your share of hell.”

A bababababaabaskeeeetee baaaaaaalll  oooooofffiffiffiffiffi cial knocockeked d at the pearly gagatetes;
 hhhhhisisissssi f facacacaccacaccee eeee was scscararede  and cold.

HHHHHeHH  stotoototototood bbbbbbeffffffforeeee eee ththhthhththe e e e e mmammamamamaman nn off f fatate e fofor admission too t thehe folldddd
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heerererere?”?”?”?”

“““““I“ ’vvvvvvve e e e e bebebebebebebeeeenee  aaaaaaa bbbbbbaaaaasa kkekekeekekkk tbtttttbalallll l l l ofofofoffi fi fi fi ccials, sirrr,”,,,,,, h hh hh he ee sasasas ididdd, , 
“ffffffororrrrr m mm mmmmmmmmanany annd d d d mamamamanynyn  a yy yyy yyear.””””””

TTThTTTTT eee  eee pepeeeeearararararara ly ggatteseseses sswuwunnnngngn  o pen wide;
 S SS SSSt.t. Peetettttteterererer t tououchcheedd t the bell.

“C“Comome e inininnnnnn,”,”,,,  hhhhhhe sasaidididid, , “anndn  cchoose your hhararp.p
   YoYou’’’u’vevevevevevvevevee hhhhhad yyouououour rr shhhshshss araaara e e of hell.”

“Anyone can be a hard ass, but you don’t HAVE to be as long as 
you know you CAN be,” he coaches.

“Basketball can be serious business, but it’s not life and death.  
Offi cials, coaches and players all learn from it, take their beatings and 
move on.  You’re gonna have those days where you take a beating, so 
don’t take it personally.”

Highlight Reel
“My whole life has been a highlight,” Higgins laughs.  “That’s not 

being egotistical – I’ve been lucky.  There’s not enough paper in world 
to write down all the good things that have happened to me.”

“I’m very fortunate to still be doing it,” at this stage of life, he 
observes.  Dealing with the inevitable, the diffi culties in avoiding 
injuries and staying in shape, Higgins chuckles as he explains, “From 
my toes to the hair on my head, there’s not something that doesn’t 
hurt.  The greatest invention in history is ice.”  

Despite the aches, Higgins will keep 
plugging along, sharing, teaching, laughing, 
giving back to a game he loves.

(Dave Simon has been an IAABO member 
since 1984 and currently lives in Grapevine, 
Texas.  You can contact him at davidsimon15@
hotmail.com). 

Tim Higgins         (Continued from page 3)

Pursuant to Article XI of the IAABO Constitution, the proposed 
amendment below to the Constitution, pending approval by the 
Constitution Committee and the Executive Committee at the 
spring meeting at the Regal Sun Resort, in Orlando, Florida, 
on April 24-25, 2009, will be presented to the International 
Assembly on Sunday, April 26, 2009 at the Regal Sun Resort.

Art. X Sec. 1 – Standing Committees
Presently reads: 
7. Visualization & Education
Proposed amendment:
7. Offi cials Education and Development 

Notice of Proposed Amendment
 to IAABO Constitution

(Steven Ellinger, Bd. 205 TX, Chair, Constitution Committee)
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Shanghai, offi ciating with a referee who had cerebral palsy. His 
disability didn’t affect his running, but he had problems speaking and 
with arm movements.

“I just told him, ‘You go where you have to go on the court and I’ll 
adjust. We’ll support each other and I’m going to help you with this.’

“We’ve communicated and he said, ‘You were like an angel, the 
way you took me under your wing.’ It was all about that relationship 
and it meant so much to me.”

As did the trip to Shanghai.
“I was told, ‘You will fi nd this experience will change your life,’ 
“ by the person who helped get her there.
“It did. I don’t care how old I am, I wanted to do what’s passionate 

for me, working with kids.”
She left the horticulture behind and now works at St. Alexander 

School in Fonthill.
And she still fi nds time to offi ciate.
This article was written by  Jim Wallace of  the St. Catharines 

Standard, Ontario, Canada.



“Support the IAABO Golf Outing” – see page 2 for details

IAABO RECRUITING BROCHURE
On pages 13 and 14 of this issue of SPORTORIALS is the new IAABO 
Recruiting Brochure.  All IAABO members are encouraged to cut it out 
and give it to a friend and provide them with the opportunity to have the 

“BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE”

“S h IAABO G lf O i ” 2 f d il

IAABO Lines
Condolences to: Barry Davis, Bd. 12 DC, on the loss of his brother, Daryl Quick; Walter Blanker, Bd. 8 CT, on 
the loss of his mother; Joe Purtill, Bd. 8 CT, on the loss of his mother; Tom Mish, Bd. 8 CT, on the loss of his 
mother; Dr. Ed Bilik, Secretary-Rules Editor, NCAA Men’s Basketball Rules Committee, on the passing of his 
mother-in-law.

P.O. Box 355
Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 
March/April  2009
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Joe Mitchell, Bd. 134 MD
 Member

 Nominating Committee

Pete Carroll, Bd. 9 CT
Chairman

 Nominating Committee

Mike Hammond, Bd. 27 MA
Member

 Nominating Committee

Lou Filippetti, Bd. 9 CT
Member

 Nominating Committee

Sal Capitummino Bd. 36 NY
Member

 Nominating Committee

IAABO Nominating Committee
Letters of Nomination for the IAABO Executive 

Committee should be submitted to the Committee 
Chair, IAABO Past President Peter Carroll, Bd. 9 CT, 
18 Fairlea Avenue, Stratford, CT  06614.  Five copies 
of each nomination and supporting documentation must 
be post mark no later than Friday, March 27, 2009.  
Attention and consideration will be given only to those 
nominations that meet these practices and procedures. 


